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WORLD  CONSUMPTION  TRENDS  IN  MEAT 


World  meat  consumption  during  1953  continued  to  rise  to  the  highest 
level  in  recent  years.    A  further  increase  is  occurring  this  year.  The 
upturn  in  meat  production  since  the  end  of  World  War  II  has  been  much 
greater  than  the  gain  in  the  human  population.    Thus,  consumption  per 
person  in  1953  was  about  10  percent  greater  than  the  19U6-50  average  and 
was  about  equal  to  prewar,  according  to  an  analysis  of  world  consumption 
trends  completed  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

During  1953  meat  consumption  per  person  was  considerably  greater 
than  the  19U6-50  average  in  most  countries  of  the  world.    The  most  sig- 
nificant increases  occurred  in  Europe,  where  production  decreased  materially 
during  the  war.    Consumption  continued  at  relatively  high  levels  in  North 
America,  Australia  and  South  Africa.    However,  in  a  number  of  South  American 
countries  it  continued  at  relatively  low  levels.    Consumption  in  New  Zealand 
continued  to  decrease,  even  though  production  continued  large* 


Meat  consumption  per  person  varies  materially  from  country  to 
country.    It  is  estimated  that  consumption  during  1953  averaged  2U8 
pounds  in  Uruguay  and  21f?  pounds  in  Australia.    Consumption  in  Argentina 
was  estimated  at  191  pounds  and  in  New  Zealand  it  was  186  pounds.  Con- 
sumption in  important  countries  of  Europe  varied  from  a  high  of  17f> 
pounds  per  person  in  Denmark  to  a  low  of  only  26  pounds  in  Greece.  Con- 
sumption rates  are  above  average  in  Ireland,  France,  Sweden,  and  the 
United  Kingdom.    Consumption  rates  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  are 
high  also.    The  United  States  is  the  largest  producer  of  meat  in  the 
world  and  also  the  largest  consuming  country*    Consumption  per  capita 
in  Mexico  and  Cuba  are  small  . 


MEAT  1/:    Summary  of  production,  net  trade  and 

apparent  consumption  in  specified  areas 
in  1953,  with  comparisons 
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North  America............. 

25,766 
1U,129 

9,309 
917 

3,338 

26,63U 
19,661; 

9,162 
935 

3,623 

28,286  • 
20,768 

8,61,3 

1,0U0 

3,832 

-  511 
+3,213 
-1,731 
+  12 
J.,273 

+  21*2 
+1,601 
-  821 

+  216 
+2,1(12 
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+  8 
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25,378 
17,3tt2 

7,578 
929 

2,065 

26,778 
21,265 

8,3hl 
923 

2,237 

28,598 
23,180 
7,720 
1,01*8 
2,276 

Union  of  South  Africa  

Oceania* 

-  12 
-J.,386 

53,1*59 

60,018 

62,569  s 

-  290 

-  376 

+  157 

53,292 

59,51*1*    :  62,822 

1/    Carcass  meat  basis  -  includes  beef,  veal,  pork,  mutton,  lamb,  goat  and  horse  meat;  excludes  edible  offal 

lard,  rabbit  and  poultry  meat, 
2/    See  the  summary  table  in  this  Circular  for  the  countries  included  in  this  summary. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  from  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  united 

States  Foreign  Service  reports,  and  other  information-September,  1951u 
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In  Canada  the  consumption  of  meat  per  person  in  1953  was  greater  than 
in  any  year  since  19k7,  was  considerably  above  prewar  and  slightly  above  the 
19li6-50  average.    Consumption  per  person  in  the  United  States  was  the  greatest 
since  1908.    Large  production  of  neat  in  both  countries  during  1952  and  1953 
resulted  in  a  sharp  drop  in  consumer  prices.    Apparently  meat  production  in 
Cuba  and  Mexico  is  not  keeping  pace  with  increases  in  the  human  population  and 
per  capita  supplies  are  declining.    Consumption  per  person  in  those  countries 
is  small. 

Heat  consumption  continued  its  postwar  rise  in  most  European  countries. 
Pork  consumption  has  shown  a  particularly  marked  increase  there  since  the 
end  of  World  War  II.    The  prewar  average  was  surpassed  for  the  first  time 
in  Finland  and  the  Netherlands.    Consumption  in  Western  Germany ,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Italy  reached  *  new  postwar  highs.    Per  capita  supplies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Italy  were  only  slightly  below  their  prewar  averages, 
but  consumption  in  Western  Germany  was  considerably  below  prewar.  Consump- 
tion per  person  during  1953  was  well  above  prewar  in  Belgium,  Denmark, 
France,  Ireland,  and  the  Netherlands.    Only  Norway  and  Portugal  showed  a 
decrease  from  1952  levels~In  1953. 

Production  and  consumption  were  considerably  less  in  1953  than  in  1952 
in  Argentina  and  Uruguay.    Consumption  per  person  in  Uruguay,  normally  the 
largest  in  the  world,  declined  from  265  pounds  in  1952  to  2h8  pounds  during 
1953.    The  1953  rate,  however,  was  above  both  the  19U6-50  average  of  219 
pounds  and  the  prewar  average  of  225    pounds.    Supplies  per  person  in  Argen- 
tina during  1953  were  estimated  at  only  191  pounds,  compared  with  230  pounds 
a  year  earlier.    Consumption  in  Brazil  during  1953  was  maintained  at  about 
the  1952  level  and  slightly  above  prewar. 

Per  capita  neat  consumption  of  80  pounds  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
last  year  was  one  of  the  highest  in  recent  years.  The  export  surplus  from 
South  Africa  has  declined  as  production  has  not  increased  with  the  popula- 
tion growth.    During  1953  South  Africa  was  a  net  importer  of  meat. 

Heat  consumption  in  New  Zealand  continued  to  decline  during  1953.  Utili- 
zation of  186  pounds  per  person  was  23  pounds  below  a  year  earlier  and  U2 
pounds  below  the  19U6-50  average.    Heat  production  and  exports  continue  at 
very  hijh  levels.     .Using  prices  have  discouraged  domestic  consumption  and 
it  is  reported  that  much  less  meat  is  being  wasted  by  consumers  than  has  been 
the  case  in  former  years.    Per  capita  consumption  in  Australia  of  215  pounds 
last  3>-ear  was  slightly  above  the  19U6-50  average  but  was  materially  below 
the  prewar  average  of  2l;5  pounds,    Production  in  Australia  continued  large, 
but  the  large  eiports  and  higher  domestic  prices  tended  to  limit  domestic 
utilization. 

For  several  countries  the  data  for  total  apparent  and  per  capita  con- 
sumption have  been  revised  from  those  previously  published.    The  revisions 
were  made  to  bring  the  production  and  trade  data  into  line  with  the  con- 
sumption estimates.    In  some  cases  revisions  in  per  capita  figures  were  due 
to  changes  in  the  human  population  from  those  formerly  used, 

A  summary  of  this  information  appeared  in  August  23,  issue  of  Foreign 

Crops  and  Ilarkets. 
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MEAT*:  PRODUCTION  AND  CONSUMPTION 
PER  PERSON,  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES 

Average  1946-50,  and  1953 

PRODUCTION  (LBS.)  CONSUMPTION  (  LBS.) 
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*  BEEF,  VEAL,  PORK,  LAMB,  COAT  AND  HORSEMEA  T  ON  A  CARCASS  WEIGHT  BASIS. 
EXCLUDES  OFFAL,  LARD,  RABBIT  AND  POULTRY  MEAT. 
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